
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2020 
 

The Public Works Committee met September 23, 2020, at 4:30 P.M., via teleconference in the Council 
chambers at City Hall. 
Present at the meeting in the council chambers:  Chairman Gould, Alderman Sharp, Mayor White, 
Superintendent Sutherland, and Office Manager Passage 
 Present at the meeting via teleconference:    Alderman Hughes, City Engineer Coulter 
The meeting was broadcasted via zoom. 
 
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Jerome Donnelly addressed the committee. He requested that he be allowed to have interaction with 
the discussion of the Delinquent Water Process when that topic is discussed.  He asked if a special 
committee could be created to address the water issues other than the three guys here and that would 
be more accessible to public. He stated that there are other municipalities that have stellar water 
programs. 
Mayor White responded that they could certainly talk regarding the water process and that the three 
topics that will be discussed are who files a lien, collection agency and water deposit increase.  Mayor 
White stated that the public works committee is the committee that would be handling the issue.  Mr. 
Donnelly ask if there could be some public people on the committee. Mayor White stated that he would 
allow more than three minutes for the public to talk during said agenda item. Mayor White stated that 
he has reached out Brady Miller for input and Alderman Sharp has reached out to Roger Kimble as they 
are trying to get input from landlords regarding landlord issues.   
 
PURPOSE 
High Water Usage Waiver Request –No requests were received. 
Sidewalk Applications – Office Manager Passage presented the following applications for the sidewalk 
program: 
Steve Pope 1138 Elm City Cost  $1,000.00 
Jim Wright 623 Elm  City Cost $1,000.00 
Sam Massengill  1017 Santa Fe City Cost $1,000.00 
Ronnie Murray   712 Sixth City Cost $   940.80 
Bryce Lauber  509 Santa Fe City Cost $1,000.00 
 
Total    City Cost $4,940.80 
Balance     $2,355.20 
The consensus of the committee was to bring the five applications to council at the September 28, 2020 
council meeting for approval. 
Sewer Backup – Cloverdale Area- Jim Walter, 104 Cloverfield address the committee regarding the 
cloverdale lift station.  He stated that he had sewer back up at his house.  He stated that he has had this 
happen approximately four times in the 26 years he has lived there, however; two times were in the last 
year.  He stated that the only alarm that the city has is the light that comes on and someone has to 
notice the light and contact the city.  He also questioned why if there are two pumps the second pump 
did not come one.  He asked if the city could do something when the light come on it notifies a city  
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employee.  He explained that when he called the non-emergency phone number he reached the 
dispatch center and they said he might have to call rotor rooter. He explained it is a city problem. 
 
Superintendent Sutherland stated that the pump lost prime.  He explained that because the pump was 
cavitating, therefore the second pump did not come on.  There was debris in the pump causing air 
bubbles. He is researching the cost to putting the lift station on the scada system.  The approximate cost 
would be $12,000.00 to $15,000.00 for the one lift station.  Shawn stated he could put in a back flow 
prevention device.  Mr. Walter stated he has now installed the back flow prevention.  Mayor White 
stated that the City should not rely on a citizen to notify the city when there is a problem.   The 
committee recommended that he look further into the cost of the scada system and report back to the 
committee.  Alderman Hughes asked if there was any damage and if our insurance was going to 
reimburse him for that.  He also asked the City Engineer if there was already a notification system in 
place.   
Mr. Walter stated he has turned in a claim to his insurance company and they will reach out to the City. 
City Engineer Coulter stated that there was not a notification system in place for the lift station only the 
light.  Mayor White stated that he would have to submit a claim and then the insurance would handle it. 
Grinding of stumps and tree removal – Superintendent Sutherland stated that he has a quote from New 
View for the removal of five trees and 30 stumps in the amount of $12,100.00.  This is the only quote 
that he has obtained, as we have used New View for the past two years.  He explained that he had 
reached out to Poignant Tree service however; the last time they backed out of the agreement.  He 
stated that the city is in a property maintenance issue with Bryce Lauber.  He asked if the committee 
wanted him to go outside of Chillicothe to seek another quote.  Chairman Gould stated that since you 
can’t get locals we can move forward.  Alderman Sharp stated that if it is an emergency he would be o.k. 
with moving forward.  Alderman Hughes stated they could contact Marcus Horan as he is local.  Mayor 
White stated we would need to check for insurance.  Alderman Hughes stated that he has it all as he 
does this in Chicago.  Chairman Gould recommended that Superintendent Sutherland obtain a quote 
from Marcus Horan.  The committee agreed. 
Liens/Notice – Water – Office Manager Passage presented the following potential liens: 

 
The last one has paid. 
The consensus of the committee was to proceed with the liens should the bill not be paid by lien date. 
Liens/Notice – Mowing –Superintendent Sutherland stated that he has obtained the cost for the 
equipment and he is working with the Office Manager to create a spread sheet.  He will present each 
month a list of properties mowed.  He asked if the committee agreed to only file liens for mowing at the 
end of the mowing season, and recommended November 1.  An invoice is sent after each mowing.  The 
Mayor stated that a procedure would be written.   The committee agreed. 
 
 

C0395A Charles Samuel owner 1506 third $64.27 9/17/2020 10/5/2020

C0421 Dan Harris owner 1322 fourth $72.11 9/17/2020 10/5/2020

F0797 Matt Lemons owner 620 elm $79.24 9/17/2020 10/5/2020

J0052NC002 Melissa Dowell

owner - current

renter in 00 acct. 427 Wilmot $83.30 9/17/2020 10/5/2020

D052400002 Matthew Stump

owner - has a current

renter 405 Truitt $201.45 9/8/2020 9/24/2020
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Delinquent Water Payment Process 
a.  Who Files lien – The Mayor explained that there were three option of who files lien.  Police Chief, City 
Clerk or City Attorney.  Mayor White explained that he talked with the police chief and he stated that he 
should not file the lien.  The other option is the city clerk which would be calculated on how many hours  
it would take and mileage.  The other potential issue is the time it will take to requisition a check for the 
filing fees.  Consideration should be given as the clerk is part time only working two days a week.   The 
Clerk needs to be consulted.  It was determined that the paperwork could be mailed to the county.   The 
attorney cost is $160.00 and the cost of filing fees.  He bills the city.  Alderman Sharp stated that the 
attorney should file the lien.  Alderman Hughes stated he has the form to file a lien.  He stated that the 
city of Washington doesn’t file a lien they use a collection agency.  Mayor advised to hold on this issue.  
b.  Collection Agency – Mayor White stated that  we could need to collect social security number which 
may require a more secure server.   Mayor White explained he has done some research and success rate 
of collection agencies are approximately 11 – 19% in general.  He stated that the city had 300 shut offs 
sent out and only one lien filed.   They could add fees and interest.  They have a low success rate.  A 
discussion ensued.  Due to the low success rate and lack of compassion he recommended we do not use 
a collection agency.  Alderman Sharp and Chairman Gould agreed.   A discussion ensued. Office Manager 
Passage stated that she would check into the state program. Alderman Hughes stated that you could file 
a lien by mail and that it would not take an hour to do the paperwork.   No action at this time. 
c.  Increase Deposit – Mayor White stated that Washington has a deposit of $125.00 for all, Peoria 
Heights $35 possibly increasing to $75.00, and East Peoria is $100.00.  He asked Office Manager explain 
the water deposit.  Office Manager Passage stated that the water deposit is $75.00 and it is in the code 
book only renters 
She explained that the deposit is required to be paid before a final is taken and the account is put in the 
renter’s name.  The deposit is only used when the renter moves.  If the renter owes the deposit is 
applied to the account and any remained of the deposit is returned to the renter via a check.  If the 
deposit is insufficient for what is owed then collection from the renter is attempted.  If it is unsuccessful 
the owner is jointly responsible and there is to pay the balance.  If the renter has a remainder of a 
deposit and we cannot locate the renter the deposit is held for seven years and then is submitted to the 
stated as unclaimed property.  They then would get there refund from the state.  Mayor White stated 
that the Sanitary District has increased their rate.  Office Manager Passage explained the difference 
between Sanitary District and water charges.  She gave some average costs of renter water bills.    
Jerome Donnelly stated that he was given the information from a FOIA that showed the deposit $50.00.  
Office Manager Passage stated that that was an old policy and it is set by ordinance and is in the city 
code Section 42-98-111.  Jerome Donnelly questioned who receives the money when the deposit is 
used, when the deposit is not enough.  Office Manager Passage explained how payments are applied. 
Roger Kimble addressed the committee stating that the deposit should be high enough and when the 
balance reaches the deposit amount it should be shut off.  He stated that the city should have less 
compassion and shut water off when you own an amount equal to the deposit.  He also stated that the 
disconnection fee and re-connection fee should be set to re-coup all costs.  Alderman Sharp stated that 
he initially thought the deposit should be increase to $150.00 and after consideration he believes it 
could be $200.00. 
Roger Kimble stated he could agree with $200.00.  Alderman Sharp stated that the city should keep 
compassion in mind for the young, elderly and those struggling.  They are the people we become  
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compassionate to. Roger Kimble stated that the city needs to be ahead of the problem and 
recommended $200.00.   Jerome Donnelly stated that there should be a significate deposit, and then 
there may be motivation to pay their bill.  Mayor White mentioned that the cost of water is a good deal. 
Alderman Hughes had no comment.  No conclusion was made. 
Staffing Update – Superintendent Sutherland advised the committee that interviews were held by 
Alderman Gould, Alderman Sharp, Mayor White and Superintendent Sutherland, as part of the Human 
Resource Committee.  A recommendation to hire will be presented at the Council meeting, from Human 
Resource Committee chairman Sharp.  Superintendent Sutherland stated that both interviewees had 
CDL License.  He will still be one employee down, as of September 29, 2020 as employee Janar Yoder will 
retire at said date. 
Project Update – Engineer Coulter stated that the Overlay, Patching and Striping has been completed 
and he will have invoices at a later date. 
Alderman Hughes asked the engineer to look at the ditch in front of Kroger’s.  Engineer Coulter stated 
that he and the superintendent would look at the area. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Shovel Ready Grant – Office Manager Passage stated that the Economic Development Director is 
working on gathering all the information needed to submit the grant. 
SUMMARY 
Council Agenda Items – Sidewalk Program Applications 
Chairman Action – Nothing 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:29 p.m. 
 
Respectfully 
 
Chairman Gould 
 


